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Subject: English (Grade 4-8)

Introduction

This guideline for internal assessment is fully based on the approved English curriculum for Grade 4-8. The
main aim of developing the guideline is to assist teachers for effective implementation of the internal
assessment provision envisioned by the curriculum. The curriculum has stated the following provisions to be
carried out for internal assessment.

S.N. | Assessment area Weightage
a Participation (attendance: 2 and students' performance in teaching | 4
learning activities: 2)
b Reading and writing (Each skill carries 50% weightage) 16
c Listening and speaking (Each skill carries 50% weightage) 20
d Terminal test 10

The curriculum has indicated that scores from formative assessment will be taken as the basis of internal
assessment. For this, portfolio of each student should be maintained by the teacher. The portfolio consists of
the details on students' performance in different assessment areas given above. The record of student's project
work, test papers or other proof of the students' performance should be kept in his/her portfolio. The
allocation of weightage under each of the assessment areas will be as specified below:

a. Participation (PAR)

Participation of learners is to be assessed on the basis of attendance and students' performance in teaching
learning activities. Both carry 2 marks which are assessed based on the following indicators.

SN | Criteria Indicator Mark Obtained
mark
1. | Attendance 90% and above attendance
85% to below 90% of attendance. 1.5
80% to below 85% of attendance
75% to below 80% of attendance. 0.5
2. | Students' Be very curious in learning, have a | 2
performance in | thorough frequent interaction in
teaching discussion, present own creative
learning views and ideas in all activities,
activities complete the entire task oneself

Be curious in learning, have frequent | 1.5
interaction in discussion, present own
creative views and ideas in most of
the activities, complete the most of
the task oneself

Be somehow curious in learning, have | 1
some interaction in discussion,
present views and ideas in some of
the activities, complete the partial task
oneself or completes the task with
other's help

Be less curious in learning, have less | 0.5
interaction in discussion, present
partial views and ideas in some of the
activities , unable to complete the
even the partial task oneself or with
other's help

Total 4
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b. Listening and Speaking (LS)

Testing of listening and speaking skills is included in the internal assessment. As per the curricular provision,
teachers need to prepare listening and speaking tasks themselves or they can use the tasks from the textbook
so as to assess the students' performance. Assessing listening and speaking for internal assessment is an
integral part of teaching learning process. It is a part of assessment for learning. It does not assume to carry
out a separate and different test. The teacher can design some additional tasks similar to the task given in the
textbook and use those additional tasks for internal assessment purposes. However, it is mandatory for the
teacher to maintain the portfolio of the students how and through which tasks they assessed students for
internal assessment purpose. While assessing, the tasks should cover the learning outcomes of the assessment
period. The suggested tasks for testing listening and speaking skills are as follows:

Number of Tasks for Listening and Speaking: 5 (5*4=20 marks)

The teacher assesses the students' progress continuously. However, to ease the teacher in keeping record of
internal assessment, the teacher should at least maintain the records of students' performance on five of the
following types of tasks terminally so that they can be presented as a proof of the performance. It helps to
indicate the progress of the students and do the remedial treatment accordingly. Among 5 tasks, there will be
2 listening tasks, two speaking task; and one integrated task which will incorporate both listening and
speaking skills. These all tasks carry 4 marks each.

Task Types:
Listening Tasks (Any two):

Listen and Answer (can repeat if other types are not possible in the particular assessment period)
Listen and say

Listen and write

Listen and Draw

Listen and Follow

Listen and Act

. Listen and respond

These are some of the suggested tasks. Teacher can use other types of task as well.

N L~

For assessing listening skill, teacher will use two sound files or audios based on which they will design the
above mentioned types of tasks. There should be four questions based on a sound file for a task and it will
carry 4 marks for responding all four questions correctly. Two sound files and two tasks mean 8 questions
which carry 8 marks. The record of the task and students' performance should be maintained in portfolios.

The tasks, assessment criteria, descriptor or indicators and marking guide are given in the table below.
According to the task type and criteria, the teacher can use the respective marking indicator. For example, if
a teacher has developed 'Listen and answer' type of task to assess students' comprehension, he/she can use
the marking indicator of the criteria 'Comprehension' and mark 4, 3, 2 or 1 according to their performance.
However, a certain task can be assessed through multiple criteria and a teacher can follow them. In such
case, an average is to be made for record keeping of the marks.

SN | Tasks Criteria Descriptor/Indicator Mark | Obtained
mark
1. | Listen Comprehension | Student understands all of | 4
and the message from the spoken
Answer/ text.
Listen Student understands most of | 3
and say/ the message from the spoken
Listen text.
and write Student understands some of | 2
the message from the spoken
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text but not all.
Student understands few of | 1
the main ideas or details
from the spoken text.

2. | Listen Following Student follows all of the | 4
and direction directions/instructions
draw/ accurately.
Listen Student follows most of the | 3
and directions/instructions
follow/ accurately.
Listen Student follows some of the | 2
and act directions/instructions but

not all.

Student tries to follow | 1
directions/instructions.

3. | Listen Response Student gives completely | 4
and appropriate and full
respond responses.

Student gives mostly | 3
appropriate responses.
Student gives somewhat | 2
appropriate responses.
Student tries to give| 1
responses but responses are
not appropriate.

Total

Speaking Tasks (Any two)

Picture description
Topic Description (People, place, object)
Interview
Narrating past events
Retelling stories
Act out/Role play
7. Presentation of a project work
These are some common and suggested tasks. However, teacher can use many other types of tasks as well.

AN S e

For assessing speaking skill, teacher will design or use any two of the above mentioned type of tasks and
maintain the record. One task will carry 4 marks and it will be assessed based on the given rubrics.

SN | Tasks Descriptor/Indicator Mark | Obtained
mark
1. | Speaking task Pronunciation is clear and appropriate. 4
and project work | Speech is smooth and the speed is normal.
presentation Vocabulary is correct and appropriate to the
context.
Grammar is accurate.
Pronunciation is mostly clear and appropriate. 3

Speech is mostly smooth and the speed is normal.
Vocabulary is mostly correct and appropriate to
the context

Grammar is accurate most of the time and does
not affect understanding.

Pronunciation is somewhat clear but needs | 2
improvement.
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Speech is somewhat smooth with some pauses.
Vocabulary is somewhat correct and appropriate
to the context.

Vocabulary is limited and often inappropriate to
the context.

Pronunciation is inappropriate. 1
Speech is slow and contains several pauses.
Vocabulary is limited and often inappropriate to
the context.

Several grammatical errors make speech difficult
to understand.

Total

Integrated Task (One)

This task includes talking or having conversations in relation to the language function or real situation
including situational role play, act out, etc. For this, teacher should design such tasks in which two or more
students talk (listen and respond) in relation to created situation for using the exponents of a language
function. This tests both skills of both students at a time. Therefore, this task should incorporate both
listening and speaking skills. The following indicators can be used for marking students' performance in this
type of task.

Task Criteria Descriptor/Indicator Mark | Mark
Obtained

Integrated | Listen, ask and | Student listens, initiates questions | 4
task respond and gives completely appropriate
and full responses.

Student listens, initiates questions | 3
and gives mostly appropriate
responses.

Student listens, initiates questions | 2
and gives somewhat appropriate
responses.

Student listens, tries to initiate | 1
questions and tries to give
responses but questions and
responses are not appropriate.

Total

The tasks should cover the learning outcomes of the assessment period. The teacher should design the
appropriate tasks themselves or make use of some of the tasks from the textbook. The suggested tasks for
assessing reading and writing are as follows:

Number of Tasks, Reading and Writing: 4 (4*4=16)
Task Types
Reading (Any two):

1. Reading aloud a text of about 100 words ( for fluency and accuracy)

2. Reading comprehension and vocabulary (oral and written)
Teaching reading aims to develop different sub-skills of reading. Therefore, different aspects like accuracy,
fluency, vocabulary and reading comprehension are assessed in terms of reading. An English teacher can
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design tasks to assess these aspects and skills of reading. Any task a teacher designs should have four
questions so that it can be marked 4.

To assess the skills of fluency, accuracy, vocabulary and reading comprehension, teacher will select a
reading text grade appropriate to the level, and design 4 questions based on it, which will carry 4 marks. The
reading comprehension test can be designed based on the different types of reading text: story, brochure,
biography, notice, letter, news stories, etc. The questions' types can be short answer questions, true false,
matching, fill in the blanks, multiple choice, ordering, etc. The questions should cover literal comprehension,
reorganization, inference and evaluation skills.

The general marking guideline is given herewith. The teacher may decide which aspect he/she will be
assessing in students and use the marking guideline accordingly.

SN | Tasks Criteria Descriptor/Indicator Mark | Obtained
mark
1. | Reading aloud a | Fluency Reading is smooth with | 4
text of about appropriate
100 words expressions.

Reading is mostly | 3
smooth  with  some
expressions.

Reading is somewhat | 2
smooth with limited
expression.

Reading is slow with | 1
several pauses and no

expression.
2. | Reading aloud a | Accuracy Student can read all the | 4
text of about words in the given text
100 words accurately.

Student can read most | 3
of the words accurately.
Student can read some | 2
words accurately but
not all.

Student is unable to | 1
read most of the words

accurately.

3. | Reading Comprehension | Student is able to |4
comprehension understand  all  the
(oral/written) information in the given

text.

Student is able to |3
understand most of the
information in the given
text.

Student is able to|2
understand some parts
of the text but not all.
Student is able to |1
understand very little of

the text.
4 Reading Vocabulary Student is able to |4
comprehension understand  all  the
and vocabulary words used in the text.
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(Vocabulary)

Student is able

understand most of the
words used in the text.

to| 3

Student is able

understand some of the
words used but not all.

to | 2

Student is able

words used.

understand very few

to| 1

Total

Writing Tasks (Any two)

1.

2.
3.

diagram, etc.)

punctuation.

Free writing (Paragraph, letter, application, news story, essay, etc.)
Writing project work
There will be two writing tasks: one controlled/guided writing and second free writing. The types of writing
will be as per the types dealt in the teaching learning process during the period. Students writing should be
assessed in terms of content, structure and organization, vocabulary and grammar, and spelling and

The following guideline can be used for assessing students' writing:

Controlled/guided writing (Developing story, form filling, dialogue, description of table, graph,

SN | Descriptors/indicators Mark Mark
Obtained
Content Structure and | Vocabulary and | Spelling and
Organization Grammar Punctuation

1. | Writing has | Writing has a | There is use of grade- | There is an | 4
relevant and | clear structure | appropriate words. accurate use
sufficient and logical | Grammar is accurate | of
content. organization. throughout the text. punctuation

and spelling
throughout
the text.

2. | Writing has | Writing  has | There is use of grade- | Punctuation |3
mostly mostly  clear | appropriate words. and spelling
relevant and | structure and | Grammar is accurate | is correct
sufficient logical most of the time. most of the
content. organization. time.

3. | Writing has | Writing  has | There is the use of some | There are | 2
some content | some structure | grade-appropriate some  errors
but needs | but the | words. in
improvement | organization Grammar is mostly | punctuation

needs inaccurate. and spelling.
improvement.

4. | Writing lacks | Writing lacks | There is the use of | There are | 1
sufficient a clear | limited and  often | several errors
content and | structure and | inappropriate words, | in
relevant is difficult to | grammar is inaccurate. punctuation
ideas. understand. and spelling.

Total
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It is mandatory for the teachers to maintain the record of the tasks used for assessing students' performance
so that it can be presented as portfolio or evidences when asked later.

d. Terminal Test

Terminal test carries 10% marks of marks in the external assessment. At least two terminal tests should be
administered and its record should be kept for the external examination. The full marks and weight of written
examination of reading and writing (including grammar) will be as per the specification grid developed by
Curriculum Development Centre. However, it won't be mandatory to include all the writing and grammatical
items if they are not taught or introduced at the time of terminal test. The marks obtained in the terminal test
should be converted to 10% and kept record for the final examination. If there are two terminal tests, each
terminal test will weigh 5 percent. If there are more than two terminal tests, number of any two terminal tests
will have to be calculated for the final examination or grade sheet.

General Considerations in Internal Assessment

Internal assessment will be done as a part of teaching learning process. However, for the record keeping
purpose, the above mentioned number of tasks should be done at least once during the timeframe of each
terminal examination and obtained marks should be recorded in the portfolio. For example, in the duration of
first terminal examination, 5 listening and speaking tasks, 2 reading tasks and 2 writing tasks as specified
above should be used to assess students' performance as an internal assessment. If more than than once is
done during a terminal, an average mark for each assessment areas should be made.

Students' performance in the internal assessment can be recorded as follows:

First/Second Terminal

SN | Students Name PAR LS RW Terminal Total Obtained
@) (20) (16) Examination | marks Grade
(10) obtained

The grade sheet should be prepared as per the Letter Grading Implementation Support Manual 2079.
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